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	 XINTI TOUR 

24 April  Barbican, London - UK

30 April  HIFA, Harare - ZIM

6 May     Muziekgebouw, Amsterdam - NL

8 May     De Roma, Antwerpen - BE

9 May     Ancienne Belgique, Brussels – BE

12 May   Oude Luxor, Rotterdam - NL

13 May   Fabrik, Hamburg - DE

15 May   Kesselhaus, Berlin - DE

16 May   Brotfabrik, Frankfurt - DE

17 May   BASF Geselschaftshaus, Ludwigshafen - DE

19 May   Konzerthaus, Dortmund - DE

1 June    Africa Festival, Würzburg- DE

3 June    Sala Galileo, Madrid - ES

5 June    Auditori 2, Barcelona - ES

18 June  Arena de Évora, Évora - PT

26 June  Bulgaria Hall, Sofia – Bulgaria

4 July     Festival Delta, Lisboa - PT

1 July     STIMMEN-Festival, Lörrach - DE

18 July   Oeiras - PT

6 Aug     Festival Sons do Atlantico, Lagoa - PT

24 Sept   Gewandhaus, Leipzig – DE

25 Sept   Helsingborg - SE

26 Sept   Stockholm - SE

28 Sept   Helsinki - FI





The music of Sara Tavares is full of ‘sunshine soul’ and “Xinti” (“Feel It”), her new album, is suffused with it. Brimming with Cape Verdean guitar licks, Angolese rhythms and warm Portuguese vocals, Sara never sounded more intense. This is a startling collection, packed with surprises that display how progressively richer and more expansive Sara Tavares’s vocal repertoire has become since her previous album “Balancê”. Her songs are lyrical, sensual and more textured. They are intimate but also wrapped in irresistibly funky rhythms drawn from the Cape Verdean / African diaspora. Themes of love – spiritual and human – embrace philosophical reflections that describe, says Tavares, “the soul taking flight.” 

A leading representative of the new generation of Cape Verdean singers who emerged in the wake of Césaria Évora’s trans-global success, Sara was born off the islands, and part of the age group whose parents migrated from the bleak Atlantic islands off the coast of Senegal, to Portugal, in search of work.

 

Through the remarkable success of her 2006 album “Balancê”, Tavares acquired an international status (she appeared on Later…With Jools (BBC 2 TV and was the subject of a major feature in THE GUARDIAN newspaper) and now follows this with “Xinti” (“Feel It”), a magnificent collection of self-penned songs which display interesting developments in her vocal style, songwriting, and new cross-cultural musical fusions.

 

As a teenager, Tavares founded the first Portuguese Gospel Choir in Lisbon and decided music was to be her destiny. Her favourite singers of the day were Stevie Wonder, Aretha Franklin, Donny Hathaway and, her passion, playing football. In 1993-4, she won a national TV competition, and entered the Eurovision Song Contest. From there, a contract with BMG records brought her a first CD release titled “Sara Tavares And Shout”.
 
During the immediate years that followed, the singer moved from gospel to pop communities, and then closer into Lisbon’s burgeoning African and Cape Verdean music scenes. Her début album, “Mi Ma Bô” from 1999 was still rooted in R’n’B, but its producer, the Paris-based African artist and producer Lokua Kanza, created an upbeat Afro-pop mix. It earned her a gold disc in Portugal and nomination for the Portuguese Grammies (Globos de Oero) for Best Artist/New Album.

 

The second album, “Balancê” was Sara Tavares’ international launch pad; the promotional tour took her through Europe, to Japan and the USA. The focus of her songs had shifted to Cape Verdean and African music, and they were sung in Portuguese, Cape Verdean Creole and local street slang. A gorgeous album, its songs move to rhythms rooted in the islands and to the African Diaspora.

Tavares explained that “Balancê” is about “taking life with a swing; be balanced and never take yourself too seriously.” Live performances by the dreadlocked singer were sensual and moving, intense and lightly funky: songs for listening and dancing, filled with positive messages and mournful choruses that showcase her extraordinary range from soaring highs to bluesy depths to exciting Creole scats. 

The new album “Xinti” (“Feel It”) moves the story forward, echoing the singer’s inner journey. Some were written on the road during the Balancê tour, and worked out in her home studio. And most are carried on waves of delicate, often complex guitar melodies. 

Tavares compares the themes of “Balancê” - built around the Cape Verdean identity and multi-culturality - with “Xinti” which she describes as “like an inner prayer from someone taking a deep breath and moving on.” That description matches the sensual Exala (Exhale), a showcase for her angular, guitar and musings on “listening to what isn’t spoken.”

 

Listening to the wind is the theme of the languid Voz di Vento (Voice of the Wind) where, underlying the vocals, are warbling rhythms from an Afro Brazilian drum and vibes like rain drops. The dreamy Manso, Manso (Softly, Softly) lays a track vocal part over recordings made by the singer in the streets of Lisbon.

 

Tavares’ philosophical sub-texts inhabit many of these new songs but they’re also still immersed in music made for moving, shimmying, dancing, and include the upbeat Keda Livre (Freefall), a funkily percussive, Afro-beat concoction appropriate for a song about the dangerous excitement of passion. “a love attack!” as the singer describes it.

 

This superb collection is packed with surprises that display how much more complete and wide-ranging Sara Tavares’s vocal repertoire has become since “Balancê.” Her mottos and poetry suggest a woman on a personal – but universal – journey, and wise beyond her years. They are truly “Songs of Experience”.

Sue Steward. April, 2009.
Xinti – Feel it
“Feeling of mine, that’s yours, too

the light of music that passes through me

Lights a silhouette of fusions 

Exchanges and contagions, so beautiful…!

It’s feeling cold, then feeling tucked in when a ray of sunlight settles on us

Fleetingly… and more important: totally

My mother of heaven! I feel alive. Alight. Quickened. Enflamed.

Entwined, in this dance that is

Mine as a spirit whisperer…

I don’t just anticipate feeling anymore

I feel.

A magnificent breeze, soft on my face. 

Magnify!

Be in good company.

Smile in your heart. Faith.

Let the soul go with the swing.

F-E-E-L.”   

“This album is not about a song, it’s something to feel. 

Life has to go round and round, like the sea. It needs to be bubbling, compare it to a soup;

you have to stir it to make it tasty. Life sometimes needs to be hard to get something pure.”
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